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1. To define the prevalence of chlamydia and gonorrhea 
in males in a provincial correctional facility in Ontario.  
2. To explore risk factors for infection. 

 Chlamydia and gonorrhea are common in this population, especially in 
younger persons. We should implement programs to prevent and screen 
for chlamydia and gonorrhea in incarcerated persons in Canada. 

Procedures: From June to December 2009, persons 
were invited to participate on admission to a provincial 
facility if they were 18 or older and able to consent. A 
Research Assistant administered a survey on risk 
factors, and collected a urine sample. We tested urine 
for chlamydia and gonorrhea, and reported results to 
participants. For those who tested positive, we offered 
treatment and the local public health unit provided 
contact tracing.  
 
Analysis: The prevalence and 95% confidence intervals 
for infection were calculated overall and for specific age 
categories. Bivariate and multivariable analyses were 
used to examine risk factors.  
 
Approval: This study was approved by the Research 
Ethics Boards at McMaster University and the 
University of Toronto, and by the Ontario Ministry of 
Community Safety and Correctional Services.  

Background 
Chlamydia and gonorrhea are common sexually 
transmitted infections, despite being easy to prevent, 
test for, and treat. International data reveal that these 
infections are very common in incarcerated persons. No 
systematic study has defined the prevalence of these 
infections in a correctional setting in Canada.  

Results 

Participants: 500 adult males participated in the study, with a participation 
rate of 52.7%. The median age was 30.5 years, and 90.4% of participants 
reported intercourse in the previous year.  
 
Prevalence of gonorrhea and chlamydia by age group (%): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Multivariable analysis: Younger age, previous sexually transmitted 
infections, recent sex while drunk or high, and recent drug use were each 
associated with gonorrhea or chlamydia infection. 
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